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POOL FENCING  

 

About Pool Fencing 

A pool can be fun to have, but it is important to keep the pool area safe for young 
children. There are strict laws and regulations governing the requirements of a pool 
fence. Your local pool fencing supplier will be able to assist you in providing the best 
solution to meet the regulations and your specific requirements.  

Whilst a pool fence is a necessary requirement in most circumstances, the design of 
the fence will vary depending on the budget, décor and desired purpose of the fence. 
Some pool fence designs are purely provided for safety purposes whilst other pool 
fences are used as for aesthetic appeal, privacy or multi purpose such as boundary 
fences or wind breaks. 

Maintenance of pool fences and safety barriers is essential to reduce the number of 
drownings and serious immersion injuries of young children in swimming pools. Pool 
owners are responsible for ensuring pool barriers are maintained and damaged 
fencing or barriers are fixed immediately. 

A number of different materials can be used for POOL FENCING depending on the 
location, budget and desired appearance. Always check the warranty conditions of 
your supplier to ensure you are receiving the right pool fence for your application 

 Powder coated Aluminium - often the best choice due to low maintenance 
colour finish, rust free around salt pools and economical 

 Steel - a strong, heavier option than aluminium and can be lower cost but it is 
susceptible to rusting unless galvanised 

 A timber pool fence- can be very economical providing you are prepared for 
the ongoing maintenance. 

 A glass pool fence - a more expensive classy modern look which will last for 
years but will require ongoing cleaning particularly if within the splash range of 
your pool. 

 

Pool Fencing Designs 
Pool fences are available in a range of designs, colours and materials. The location, 
budget and personal taste will impact on the choice of pool fence that is used. The 
most popular pool fence designs are listed below. 
 
 



Tubular Pool Fencing – possibly the most common type of pool fencing. Tubular 
pool fencing is made from either steel or aluminium and is usually provided in a 
powder coated finish. They are made up of hollow metal sections often with 
rectangular horizontal rails and round vertical pickets. The designs vary from 
depending on the supplier but most will include the following:  

 Flat Top Pool Fencing – Horizontal top and bottom rail with vertical pickets 
fitted between the rails. A sleek safe design with a clean flat top edge. 

 Loop Top - Horizontal top and bottom rail with vertical pickets that protrude 
above the top rail and loop over so that every second picket is joined. Very 
popular design during the 1970’s and 1980’s 

 Rod Top - Horizontal top and bottom rail with vertical pickets that protrude 
above the top rail and are capped. 

 Spear Top - Horizontal top and bottom rail with vertical pickets that protrude 
above the top rail and are capped with a decorative spear point.  

 Decorative Designs - Horizontal top, middle and bottom rail with vertical 
pickets between the bottom and mid-rail. The space between the top and mid-
rail is less than 100mm, which can be filled or partially filled with a range or 
decorations including circles, diamonds, scrolls, lace etc. 

 
Timber Pool Fencing – built to suit the owners specific requirements timber pool 
fencing was very popular in the past due to it’s low cost.  
Timber pool fencing is often used for the dual purpose of a boundary fence to give 
complete privacy when a paling fence is installed. 
The other popular options for timber fencing are picket style (federation) or stained 
hardwood (a popular choice as a privacy screen) 
 
Brushwood Pool Fencing – for a natural look that combines aesthetic appeal and 
privacy native brushwood fencing is an attractive choice. 
 

Glass Pool Fencing–glass pool fencing incorporates the use of aluminium or 
stainless steel support structures in a variety of designs including:  

 Fully Framed Glass Pool Fencing – where the glass has a complete frame all 
the way around it and is glazed into the aluminium or stainless steel support 
structure 

 Partially Framed Glass Pool Fencing – often the glass is only glazed into the 
side posts leaving an exposed edge of glass along the bottom and possibly 
along the top edge depending on whether it is glazed into the top handrail or 
not. All exposed edges of glass will generally be chamfered and polished 

 Semi-Frameless Glass Pool Fencing- eliminates the need for a handrail with 
the glass free supporting between posts. In this system the top and bottom 
edges of the glass will be chamfered and polished. 

 Frameless Glass Pool Fencing – A sleek classy look with the glass 
cantilevered from the ground using either support spigots or a channel. 

 

Privacy Pool Fencing – often used where a fence is required as a boundary fence 



or simply to create a private area within a pool. Available in the following options: 

 Steel Privacy Fencing – Often referred to as colorbond it is a great option for 
boundary fencing that has to double as a pool fence 

 Timber Privacy Fencing – either standard paling fencing for boundaries or 
horizontal slats for privacy screens. When using slats it is important to note 
that the vertical gap must be les than 10mm 

 Aluminium Privacy Screens – powdercoated aluminium slats are a popular 
choice to blend with aluminium tubular pool fencing 

 Glass Privacy Screens – using a frosted glass can create a private section of 
the pool fence. 

 
Pool Fencing Materials 
 
Aluminium Pool Fencing – a strong yet lightweight option it can be used to produce 
a range of fencing designs. It is the best choice for salt water swimming pools as it is 
rust proof. Usually provided in a powder coated finish. Great longevity. 
 
Steel Pool Fencing – a very strong a sturdy option is available in a range of 
designs. Often comes with a powder coated finish. Can be either standard black 
steel or galvanized. If a coastal environment galvanized is essential to prevent 
rusting. 
 
Glass Pool Fencing 
Obviously the main component of any glass fence is the glass. There are various 
regulations surrounding the type of glass that is used in glass fencing depending on 
the location and purpose of the fence. In the past laminated glass (similar to car 
windscreens) was commonly used as it was deemed safe from breakage and if one 
did occur the laminating restricting the brakes to cracks but still held together. 
 
In 2006 new restrictions were placed on the way in which glass can be used in glass 
fencing meaning that by far the most widely used type of glass is toughened glass. It 
comes in various thicknesses depending on the type of glass fencing you require. 
The most common thicknesses are: 

 Framed Glass Fencing - 6mm or 8mm thick 
 Semi-Framed Glass Fencing - 8mm or 10mm thick 
 Frameless Glass Fencing - 12mm or 15mm thick 

 
With nearly all types of glass fencing there is accompanying materials required. This 
will be in the way of either complete frames, partial frames, support posts, mounted 
spigots or brackets. The most popular 2 materials are: 

 Aluminum - a strong yet lightweight option it can be used to produce a range of glass 
fencing designs. Very economical and can be provided in a range of colours. 
Typicallly used for the framed and semiframeless glass fencing and balustrading 



 Stainless Steel – a high quality, strong option that is ideal for marine environments. 
Typically used as posts for semi-frameless glass fencing or the spigots for frameless 
glass fencing. 
 
Brushwood Pool Fencing - made from Meleuca Uncinata, an Australian native 
lignotuber. Also known as brush, broom, broombrush or brushbox, it is a very hardy 
plant, which is packed with and staples to form flat panels. They are virtually 
maintenance free, environmentally sound and white ant resistant. They also have 
excellent thermal and noise suppression quality making them ideal for urban 
environments. It offers versatility in design and can be made to any shape or size 
allowing curves, bends and arch shapes that can be difficult using other fencing 
materials. Brushwood is not recommended in damp or fire hazard locations or where 
strength is required. 

Timber Pool Fencing – the most common material these days is CCA treated 
timber paling with timber posts and rails which are both affordable and practical. 
Optional palings in a range of shapes can also that little bit extra to your fence. 

Available in various types of timber and finishes, the most common of which are 
treated pine and hardwood, sawn or dressed. Both types can be left natural or 
painted. Increasingly fences are now being finished with stains and clear finishes, 
particularly horizontal slats or battens 

 

 

Pool Fencing Finishes 
As pool fencing comes in different materials it is also available with different finishes. 
 
Powder Coating - is a type of coating that is applied as a free-flowing, dry powder. 
The coating is typically applied electrostatically and is then cured under heat to allow 
it to flow and form a "skin". It is used to create a hard finish that is tougher than 
conventional paint. Whilst it cannot be mixed like conventional paint, it is available in 
many colours with most providers offering in excess of 50 colours to choose from.  
 
The warranty on powder coating varies depending on your supplier and location. It is 
important to check with as to the terms and conditions of the warranty as some can 
appear comprehensive in time yet only warranty part of the product. 
 
Is commonly used for tubular fencing as well as glass fencing. 
 

Glass - The glass predominately used is clear glass however in certain situations 
where more privacy is required from your fence a type of frosted or obscure glass is 
used. Also many people prefer to use a grey or bronze tinted glass in their fencing. 

 
Anodising - is an electrolytic passivation process used to increase the thickness of 
the natural oxide layer on the surface of metal parts. The process is called 



"anodizing" because the part to be treated forms the anode electrode of an electrical 
circuit. Anodised aluminium surfaces are harder than aluminium but have a low to 
moderate wear resistance that can be improved with increasing thickness. Often 
anoding is used for the support structures in glass pool fencing. 

 
Stainless Steel comes in a variety of grades and finishes. The best option for glass 
fencing is 316 marine grade stainless steel with a mirror finish. This is the best finish 
to reduce the impact of “tea staining” of the stainless steel. Typically used as posts 

or spigots for glass pool fencing. 
 
Timber Fence Finishes – all timber will require some form of finishing to maintain its 
life. Pre treated CCA timber can be left raw or incorporate a stained or painted finish. 
All harwoods timbers will require regular maintenance to ensure the longevity of the 
product. Again they can be stained, oiled or painted and you should consult your 
local supplier for the best option to your solution. 
 
Brushwood Fencing - made from Meleuca Uncinata, an Australian native 
lignotuber. Also known as brush, broom, broombrush or brushbox, it is a very hardy 
plant, which is packed with and staples to form flat panels. They are virtually 
maintenance free, environmentally sound and white ant resistant. They also have 
excellent thermal and noise suppression quality making them ideal for urban 
environments 

  
 
 

Pool Fencing Benefits 
Each type of pool fence has its benefits over another style providing  
 

 Alumininum Pool Fencing – because all the components within an 
aluminium fence won’t rot, rust, split, crack or warp it is a great option to last 
for years with very low maintenance.  

o Longevity – will last for years 
o Low Maintenance  
o Range – extensive range of designs 
o Colour choice – wide range of colour option 

 

 Glass Pool Fencing  – if you want look straight through the fence, then a 
glass fence is always the best option to eliminate vertical members that can 
obstruct your view. 

o Clear View – maximize the view to the pool 
o Longevity – will last for years 
o Low Maintenance 
o Modern Look 
o Provides a Windbreak 

 

 Brushwood Pool Fencing – for a great natural look 
o Naturally beautiful 
o Complete privacy 



o Low Maintenance 
 

 Steel Pool Fencing – ultra strong with a great variety of products 
o Strong and rigid 
o Range – extensive range of designs 
o Colour Choice – wide range of colour options  

 

 Timber Pool Fencing – a low cost economical option 
o Economical  
o Flexible – build to suit your design 
o Private – ideal for boundary privacy 
o Provide a windbreak 

 

Pool Fencing Regulations * 
There are various regulations for pool fencing, which will have an impact on what 
type of fence is applicable. 

The construction of a swimming pool is always considered a development, so you 
MUST lodge a development application with your local Council before starting to 
install a pool on your property. For more information on the specific requirements for 
lodging your development application, please contact your local council for more 
information. 

Also almost every pool requires to have proper pool fencing installed 

Pool Fencing Regulations – all pool fences must be supplied and installed to 
comply with a range of acts and codes that can vary from state to state. Commonly 
the following will apply: 

Swimming Pools Act 1992 – refers to the all things pertaining to heights, positions, 
materials, gates 

Australian Standards AS1926.1-2007 – refers to the force that a pool fence must 
withstand. A reputable company will be able to provide testing certification displaying 
that their products a have been designed and tested to comply wit this code. 

Australian Standards AS1288-2006 – refers to the use of glass in balustrades and 
fencing, stating the allowable spans when combined with the relevant force. 

The significant aspects of glass pool fencing regulations are: 

 Generally all pools require fencing that are capable of being filled with water 
to a depth of 300 millimetres or more. This can also apply to some inflatable 
swimming pools so please be aware of this if you already own a pool one or 
are thinking of purchasing one. 

 Fences and gates must have an effective height of at least 1.2m at any point 
along their length on the outside of the fencing, including a clear 1.2m arc 
from the top of the fence taken on the outside of the fence 

 The gap between the bottom of the fence and the finished ground level must 
be less than 100mm 

 The width of any opening must be less than 100mm 



 Pool Gates must open outwards away from the pool area and must be fitted 
with self latching and self closing devices 

 Pool fencing is to be completely separate from the walls of the property 

 The fence should be built a minimum of 1 metre from the pool at any point. 

 You must be able to clearly see through or over the pool fence to the pool 
from areas used around the pool 

 There should be nothing overhanging the pool fence that could be used as a 
climbing aid ie. tree branches, roofing, play equipment, patio furniture, BBQ. 
Or any other structure that a child could use to climb over the pool fence 

 If you are constructing a new pool, you must have suitable temporary pool 
fencing during the construction period. The temporary pool fence must give 
the same level of protection as the permanent pool fence and the permanent 
pool fence must be installed as soon as the pool is filled 

 Exemptions on pool fencing may apply to some existing and new swimming 
pools. Spas, indoor pools or outdoor pools on very small properties (less than 
230 square metres), on large properties (2 hectares or more) or on 
waterfront properties all have special requirements regarding pool fencing. 

 

* The regulations stated in this publication are be viewed as a guide only and should 
not be relied upon for determine legal certification. 
 

Maintaining your new Pool Fence 

It is desirable and important that you maintain your pool fence. There are many ways 
and ideas to do that. 

Powdercoated Pool Fencing 
 

To extend the life of powder coatings a very simple regular maintenance program 
should be implemented. Generally cleaning should take place every 6 months, but in 
heavy pollutant areas (especially coastal or industrial areas), cleaning should be 
carried out more frequently. 
 
1) Carefully remove any loose deposits with a wet sponge. 
2) Use a soft (non-abrasive) brush or cloth & a mild household detergent solution 

(not solvents or detergents recommending use of gloves) to remove dust, salt 
& other deposits. 

3) Rinse off with clean fresh water. 
4) For stubborn stains we recommend mineral turps or methylated spirits. Do 

Not Use Solvents such as thinners. 
 

Glass Pool Fencing  

Glass is an inorganic product which contains silica as its main ingredient. 

Glass has a higher degree of resistance to corrosion than most materials, so much 
so that it is easy to think of it as corrosion proof. Under conditions it will corrode and 



even dissolve. Only a few chemicals have a serious effect on glass and should be 
avoided wherever possible. 

 Hydrofluoric acid 
 Concentrated phosphoric acid 
 Hot concentrated alkali solutions 
 Extremely hot water. 

Acids and alkali solutions will have an effect on glass in different ways. Alkalis attack 
the silica while acids attack the alkali in the glass.  

Applying a good quality glass treatment with the proper applicators will enhance your 
glass for years to come and will require a very minimum maintenance program. 
Glass is not impervious to scratches; you should never use paper or coarse cloths 
when working with glass. This can cause a lot of damage to the glass and can be 
difficult to repair. So it is best avoided. 

There are a lot of professional products on the market to use on your pool fence that 
will keep it in mint condition for many years to come 
 

For the best look, glass should be regularly checked and cleaned but it shouldn't be 
too much of a hassle. By far the most simple and effective method is a bucket of 
warm water, rubbed on and washed by a sponge and then wiped off with a 
squeegee. Using specially formulated waxy detergents (such as those that are 
commonly used for cars) can assist to reduce the regularity of cleaning. 

Stainless Steel, although unlikely to rust on its own can begin to stain over time in 
the outside environment. This is caused by constant touching and by chemicals 
contained within water landing on it. The recommended cleaning of these surfaces is 
simply some (water and a sponge) and applying lanolin oil when the stainless steel is 
dry.  

 

All Stainless steel is very resistant to rust, however this does not mean that they are 
impervious to it. Stainless steel must be kept clean and free from contaminants. 
Sometimes stainless steel will develop corrosion or discolouration due to a variety of 
conditions. The following is a list of common conditions that can cause corrosion or 
discolouration of stainless steel fencing and should be avoided: 

 Chloride containing cleansers – this includes bleach and any bleach 
containing cleaners 

 Water that has very high iron content – can leave the stainless steel with a 
rusty residue, especially if it drips on it continuously.  

 Any contact with iron materials – such as steel wool, steel and iron residue or 
dust from installing or cleaning of other steel products 

 If moisture is trapped between the product and another object 



 Salts –  that contain chlorides 

Any discolouration or corrosion must be removed immediately or permanent 
discolouration and pitting of the surface will affect it. A quality stainless steel cleaner 
used regularly with a soft cloth and with proper looking after your stainless steel will 
maintain its lustre and appearance for a very long time. 

Timber Pool Fencing 

Exposed timber decking can cop a real beating from extreme heat, sunlight and rain, 
leading to weathering, rotting and loosening of boards around fastenings. It is 
important to keep a regular check on the integrity of the fence and it is recommended 
to do a 6 monthly check on the following: 

 Structural Strength – ensuring the fence is still structural sound and free from 
rot 

 Fixings and fastening – ensuring the nails, screws, brackets are still holding in 
place given that timber is susceptible to shrinkage and movement 

 Finishing – ensure the paint/stain/oil still has sufficient coverage to protect the 
timber from the weather and recoat when necessary  

 
 

Local Providers 

 
 
Where can I buy a Glass pool fence or a glass balcony railing? 
 
Fencing Companies contractors and installers can provide your new Glass pool fence or glass 
balcony railing and fully install it for you. 
 

 http://fencingparramatta-
kwikfynd.com.au/location/parramatta/fencingcompanies/products/pool-fencing 
 

and leave your details or call this number 02 4353 2905 for your nearest pool fence supplier, 

contractor and installer. 
 

 

http://fencingparramatta-kwikfynd.com.au/location/parramatta/fencingcompanies/products/pool-fencing
http://fencingparramatta-kwikfynd.com.au/location/parramatta/fencingcompanies/products/pool-fencing

