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# Introduction

So it's time to get a fence. Well this short eBook is designed to 
give you some basic information and guidance to consider 
before you jump in and order your fence. 

If at any time you need further clarification contact your local 
Kwikfynd Fencing provider for expert advice. 

Now let's have a look at the tips.
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# Tip 1: Check The Legal Requirements

The first thing to consider when making the decision to get a 
new fence is what are you legally able to do.

Depending on the location and use of the fence it may be 
subject to specific height, design and material restrictions. They 
can vary from state to state and even council to council. 

Some of the more common regulations applicable to fencing 
include:

Ÿ Boundary Fencing – will likely be restricted to certain 
maximum heights without the need for an application and 
consent  from your local council. Heights and types will 
also vary for front, rear and dividing boundaries. It is 
common and law in many cases to share the cost of the 
dividing fences with a neighbouring  property.

Ÿ Pool Fencing -  for safety reasons there are many strict 
regulations in relation to pool fencing. They will include 
the location of the fence (distance from the waters edge), 
the height of the fence, how to deal with different heights, 
attaching to existing buildings, gates and more.

It can be a good idea to contact your local authority to check on 
any relevant regulations applicable to your fence.
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# Tip 2: Know The Fence Location

Now you've checked up on the relevant regulations the next 
thing to consider is the location and amount of fencing you 
need. Where do you want it and importantly what are the 
implications? Many aspects will need to be considered prior to 
calculating an estimate or arranging a quotation including: 

Ÿ Boundary Line – if you are erecting a new boundary fence 
you may need to locate the exact position of the 
boundary. It is critical to have boundary fences between 
properties installed in the correct position to eliminate any 
potential disputes now or with future owners. This may 
require a surveyor to provide boundary points.

Ÿ Specific Purpose Location – consider the position of your 
fence to suit current and future requirements. Eg: you 
may be doing a boundary fence which in future years may 
form part of a pool fence if you are considering a pool. 
This may impact the type of fence you erect.

Ÿ Fence Meterage - if you are calculating estimates you will 
need to obtain the approximate meterage to give you a 
costing guide, so a simple drawing with measurements 
will help yourself or a fencing provider give you a more 
accurate price guide.
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# Tip 3: DIY or Completed Project

Whilst many people will decide to purchase the materials and 
erect the fence themselves it is definitely not for everyone. 
There are both benefits and disadvantages to both methods. 
Here is a list of pros and cons to each of options:

Do-It-Yourself
DIY

Completed Project
Done For You

Cost of project The most cost effective 
method. The more 
labour input from you 
the more you will save

Will be a more 
expensive project. 
Typically 10-30% more 
than DIY

Time Required Free time needed to 
complete any DIY 
project. Installation of 
for a handyman will 
start at approx 1m/hr

Minimal time required. 
Only for location, 
quotation and design 
discussions 

Knowledge and 
Expertise

Will vary with each 
fence design but will 
need a basic 
understanding of 
building + regulations

Nil - the expertise and 
advice is part of the 
service costs in a 
complete done for you 
project

Safety and Risk Consider not only risk 
to yourself but also 
other people and will 
your existing insurance 
cover accidents 

Use licensed and 
insured providers to 
remove your risk.

Job Skills and 
Tools

Varies. Products may 
come with installation 
guides. Will require 
basic hand tools and 
some power tools

Nil - covered in the cost 
of project



# Tip 4: How To Choose A Supplier

One of the critical aspects of purchasing a new fence is deciding 
which company to use for either the supply of the materials or a 
complete project.

Some of the things to consider which may or may not be 
relevant when choosing your fencing supplier:

Ÿ Warranties Provided – check what warranties are 
provided for products and labour. Also some companies 
will also offer service guarantees. 

Ÿ Company History - how long have they been in business 
and what is the likelihood they will be in business to 
honour warranties if required in the future.

Ÿ Product Range - can they provide the full range of 
products you require

Ÿ Job History - have they experience and evidence i 
completing the style of project you would like.

Ÿ Testimonials - do they have a history of happy customers.
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# Tip 5: How To Choose Your Product

The last and most important thing to decide on is the type of 
fencing product you are going to have for years to come.

So here are some tips to think about before you make your final 
decision:

Ÿ Materials - will impact cost ranging from timber at the 
bottom end to stainless steel at the top end

Ÿ Maintenance - consider the future work involved in 
keeping your fence looking new. Sometimes a bit more 
cost in the beginning can save a lot over the life of the 
fence.

Ÿ Colour - do you want the latest and modern trend or a 
colour that is less likely to date. Also consider the purpose 
of the fence. Do you want it to stand out or disappear. 
Generally the darker the colours will blend into most 
backgrounds better than light colours depending on the 
background and surrounds.

Ÿ Fence Designs - much like the colours do you want to 
have a design that will blend in or be a feature. Some of 
the more decorative designs can showcase and add value 
to a property. Also they may be susceptible to dating if the 
design goes out of fashion. 

We trust this gives you a few ideas to help you on your way to a 
successful new fence.  
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For more information 
contact your local

Kwikfynd Fencing Expert*
* All companies listed on Kwikfynd are independently operated businesses.


